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Press Release

PITTSBURGH, PA; August 27, 2015: -- The Ensign Group, Inc.  (NASDAQ:ENSG), the parent company of the En-
sign™ group of skilled nursing, rehabilitative care services, home health care, hospice care, assisted living and urgent 
care companies, recently announced that Cornerstone Healthcare, Inc., Ensign’s home health and hospice portfolio 
subsidiary, has acquired Apismellis Homecare, a Medicare and Medicaid certified home health agency serving the 
communities of Lake Havasu City, Bullhead City, and Parker, Arizona, and Big River, California.
 
The Braff Group originated the transaction, and served as the exclusive mergers and acquisitions advisor  
to Apismellis.
 
“We are pleased to announce this addition to our home health operations,” said Christopher Christensen, Ensign’s 
President and Chief Executive Officer. “This acquisition deepens our presence in the State of Arizona and allows us to 
serve communities with significant need for home health and other post-acute care services.”

“This strategic acquisition allows us to meet the home health needs of underserved populations in the Western Arizona 
and Eastern California healthcare markets,” said Cornerstone’s President and Chief Executive Officer Daniel Walker. 
“More importantly,” Walker continued, “Apismellis brings with it a team of exceptional and passionate clinicians commit-
ted to providing Life Changing Service to our patients in these communities.”
 
“As providers look to meet the needs of a health care marketplace that increasingly values coordinated care and popu-
lation management, deals like this are fast becoming the ‘new normal’ in home health and hospice M&A”, commented 
Pat Clifford, Braff Group Managing Director for Home Health and Hospice that headed up the deal team representing 
Apismellis.  “This is particularly the case with firms whose DNA is in skilled nursing facilities as they seek to build out 
a post-acute continuum better suited to reduce hospital readmissions - a significant value-add to payors and hospitals 
alike.” 
 
About Ensign™ 
The Ensign Group, Inc.’s independent operating subsidiaries provide a broad spectrum of skilled nursing and assisted 
living services, physical, occupational and speech therapies, home health and hospice services, urgent care services 
and other rehabilitative and healthcare services at 178 facilities, thirteen hospice agencies, fifteen home health agen-
cies, three home care businesses and seventeen urgent care clinics in California, Arizona, Texas, Washington, Utah, 
Idaho, Colorado, Nevada, Iowa, Nebraska, Oregon and Wisconsin. More information about Ensign is available at www.
ensigngroup.net.
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For further information, contact: 

Intelligent Dealmaking in Health Care M&A

The Braff Group is the leading health care services mergers and acquisitions advisory  
firm with a team of dealmakers focused on behavioral health, urgent care, pharmacy,  
home health & hospice, and home medical equipment.  

For more than fifteen years, we have provided sell-side only transaction services to  
the health care community.  

With more than 260 transactions completed, The Braff Group is ranked #1 in  
health care mergers & acquisitions.1

But we never forget that your deal is the one that matters to you.

Let us make it a great one.
1 Source: Thomson Reuters, based on number of deals between 2008 and 2014.
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